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Mamua, when our laughter ends

And hearts and bodies, brown as white,
Are dust about the doors of friends,
Or scent ablowing down the night,
Then, Oh ! then, the wise agree
Comes our immortality :

Mamua, there waits a land

Hard for us to understand,

Out of time, beyond the Sun...

There the Eternals are, and there
The Good, the Lovely, and the True
And Types, whose earthly copies were
The faolish broken things we knew...
Never a tear, but only Grief ;

Dance, but not the limbs that move ;
Instead of lovers, Love shall be,

And there, on the Ideal Reef,
Thunders the Everlasting sea. °
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“The faith in it endures : for the discernment of beautyis a mode of
perception that is adequate to all the fates can bring. Disillusion has no
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regret for its own impotence ;...and the lovers of beauty are perhaps more
fortunate than the lovers of justice, or love.”
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And some win peace who spend
The skill of words to sweeten despair
Of finding consolation where

Life has but one dark end ,

Who, in rapt solitude, tell 0’er

A tale as lovely as forlore,

Ipto the midnight air.
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In vain you strive Glimmering contusedly now,

in vain you study earnestly. now cold in ashes :
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All high poetry ia infinite, it is as the first acorn, which contained all
oaks potentially, Veil after veil may be withdrawn, and the inmost naked
beauty of the meaning never exposed. A great poem is a fountain for ever
overflowing with the waters of wisdom and delight ; and after one person

" and one age has exhausted its divine effluence which their peculiar rela-
tions enable them to share, another and yet another succeeds and new
relations are ever developed, the source of an unforeseen and an uncon-
ceived delight.
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I quite freely admit, that to a man hesitating between socialism and
anarchy, or between polygamy and eugenics, or between overhead and
underground connexions for tramway, The Tempest or Macbeth would have
very little to say of any profit.
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It is an awful truth, that there neither is, nor'can be, any genuine
enjoyment of poetry among nineteen out of twenty of those persons who
live or wish to live, in the broad light of the world—among those who
either are, or are striving to make themselves, people of consideration in
seciety This is a truth and an awful one, because to be incapable of a
feeling of poetry, in my sense of the word, is to be without love of human
nature and reverence of God.
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Croakers are’not wanting to tell you—with sighing glances fixed on the
past these men would tell you...
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To these gloomy judgments I take the liberty respectfully to demur,
and I claim that despite the wailings of these defeatists...the literature
produced by lesser personalities today, is neither lacking in art, nor in any
of the qualities that make high class literature. This literature, I claim,
can, as pure works of art, hold its own against any literature in the rest
of India, and perhaps of the world outside.
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No writing deserves the name of literature unless it marks some
progress beyond the literature of the past.
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By a long course of evolution we have reached an ampler synthesis
which embraces equal freedom for all and freedom in every aspect of life ;
and social organisations till yesterday were striving to achieve this freedom
in as full measure as possible.
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The moment of desire ! the moment of desire I—the virgin that pines
for the man who shall awaken her womb to enormous joys in the secret
shadows of her chamber.
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If we fasten then, ¥ne label on these books, on which is one word
‘materialists,” w€ mean by it that they write of unimportant things; that
they spend immense skill and immense industry making the trivial and the
transitory appear the true and the enduring.
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Let us hazard the opinion that for us at the moment the form of fiction
most in vogue more often misses than secures the thing we seek. Whether
we call it life or spirit, truth or reality, this, the essential thing has moved
off...we suspect a momentary doubt, a spasm of rebellion, as the pages fill
themselves in the customary way. Is life like this ? Must novels be like
this ?
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To men such as these the debt of humanity is inestimable. They, above
all others, keep the souls of men alive ; they do not tell us of spiritual
felicity ; they create it in us from the substance of our coarser elements...
Not that Shakespeare was a Christian, any more than the poet is a mystic
—but he was religious, as all great poets must be. For high poetry and
high religion are at one in the essential that they demand that a man shall

not merely think thoughts, but feel them—that this highest mental act be
done with all his heart and with all his mind and wi:h all his soul.
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Here in the flesh, within the flesh, behind,
Swift in the blood and throbbing on the bone,
Beauty herself, the universal mind,
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The God, the holy Ghost, the atoning Lord,
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Shall go forth and conquer a crown,
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